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to regard the rights of the South? Such was the opposition the Demo-
crats must face.
Their candidate had been well chosen for the part. This experienced
politico should succeed where Pierce had failed. He should appeal to the
conservative Union-loving, nationalistic type and to quite a number of
like-minded Whigs. Also he should keep a number of metropolitans
from joining the Republicans because of his safe conservativism and his
interest in a Pacific railroad. His endorsement of popular sovereignty
should prevent the territorialist wing of the Democratic party under
Douglas from aligning with the Republicans. Buchanan's well known
sympathy for southern rights, and the belief that he alone could defeat
Fremont, should provide the necessary strength in the South.
The campaign by today's standards was simple. Buchanan was to
stay at home in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, receiving visitors and answer-
ing mail with the help of a clerk, William V. McKean, sent up by
Forney. The national committee organized an executive committee of
seven to collect a campaign fund of $20,000 by seeking $100 from each
congressional district, and a resident committee of eight in Washington
to get out the pamphlets and organize a speakers bureau. More impor-
tant was a group of congressional managers with no official designation:
Slidell, Bright, Cobb, and Glancy Jones, together with a party angel,
the banker Corcoran. They did what was needful. Important as were
these efforts, the bulk of the work was to be done by the state organiza-
tions.
The main problem was publicity. The principal party editor, Bennett
of the New Yorl^ Herald, caused consternation by refusing to support
Buchanan. He was disgruntled because he thought the candidate had
deceived him when denying a wish to run. Worse, the official organ,
the Washington Union, had no regular, satisfactory editor, so that
Slidell and Cobb had to assume direction of it. Under their vigorous
policy, the paper published campaign material equal to ten octavo vol-
umes of seven hundred pages each and contributed $10,000 worth of
documents to the party without charge. What the party lacked in news-
paper power it must compensate for by pamphlets.
The resident committee worked particularly hard at preparing such